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EXAMINER STATEMENT 

1 . This action is responsive to the amendment filed on 05/06/2009. Of the original 
claims 1 -2, 6-7, 10-11,14,16, 20-21 , 25 and 30 have been amended and claims 5, 8-9, 
12, 15, 17-19 and 26-29 have been canceled by applicant's amendment. Therefore, 
claims 1-4, 6-7, 10-11, 13-14, 16, 20-25 and 30 are under consideration for prosecution 
of this application. 

Summary of this Office Action 

2. Applicants' arguments filed on 05/06/2009 have been fully considered and 
deemed to be persuasive. Therefore, claims 1-4, 6-7, 10-11, 13-14, 16, 20-25 and 30 
are deemed to be allowable over the prior art of record, and applicants' request for 
allowance is respectfully granted. 

1. (currently amended) A computer-implemented method of reconciling records of 
resource consumption at a plurality of resource consumption sites, the computer- 
implemented method comprising: 

programming a specific processor with computer-executable instructions that, 
when executed, perform the steps of: 

a. collecting and recording resource consumption at multiple resource 
consumption sites, wherein the resource consumption is a consumption of 
electricity that is transmitted through resource consumption feeders that serve 
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multiple types of electricity generation companies, and wherein the electricity 
generation companies supply electricity to the resource consumption sites; 

b-. r e conciling — r e cords — of r e sourc e — consumption — b e tw ee n — the — r e sourc e 

consumption sitos and multiplo oloctricity generation companies by: 

[p]] b. retrieving records from the resource consumption sites and interim control 
points on the resource consumption feeders, wherein the resource consumption 
feeders are electric power lines coming from the multiple electricity generation 
companies; 

[pi]] Qjl comparing a [[first]] total number of resource consumption records 
forwarded from the resource consumption feeders with a [[second]] total number of 
resource consumption records aggregated at the resource consumption sites; 

[[Hi.]] g\ issuing a notification, if an error is discovered during at l e ast on o of 
the comparing steps the comparing step; [[and]] 

[[iv.]] a if no errors are detected during at least ono of tho comparing stops the 
comparing step, continuing comparing records until all records are reconciled; [[and]] 

icH f aggregating the records of resource consumption into aggregate 
business records of the resource consumption at the resource consumption sites^ 
and 

g. automatically reconciling resource consumption records at feeder sub systems, 
nodes, interim nodes and billing subsystems that are located between the resource 
consumption feeders and the resource consumption sites. 
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2. (currently amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein the 
records from the resource consumption sites and the interim control points comprise 
an audit scope identifier, wherein the audit scope identifier describes a time and 
date of a next scheduled reconciliation of the records of resource consumption 
records at the resource consumption feeders and the resource consumption sites. 

3. (previously presented) The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein the 
electricity generating companies each use a different billing structure, and wherein the 
computer-implemented method further comprises: 

providing a reconciliation of records between the resource consumption sites and 
the interim control points to a specific billing structure that is used by a particular 
electricity generating company. 

4. (previously presented) The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein the 
records from the resource consumption sites and the interim control points comprise a 
unique key, wherein the unique key is composed of a SystemID, an ApplnstancelD, 
and a RefRequest, wherein the SystemID identifies a transmission system of a 
particular electricity provider, wherein the ApplnstancelD identifies a particular 
feeder line used by that particular electricity provider, and wherein the 
ApplnstancelD identifies a set of resource records used on that particular feeder 
line for that particular electricity provider during a specifically defined period of time. 
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6. (currently amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further 
comprising reconciling resource consumption records in a reconciliation session by: 

a. logging a reconciliation session start time of a reconciliation 
session, 

b. retrieving a last reconciliation session start time, 

c. issuing a notification of a logging session status, 

d. ending the reconciliation session if an error is discovered[[;]] L and 

e. if no errors are detected, continuing comparing records until all records are 
reconciled, issuing a report, and logging session status. 

7. (currently amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein 
the multiple types of electricity generation companies aro oloctricity suppliers that 
are selected from a group that includes include a coal fired company, a gas fired 
company, a hydroelectric company, and a wind turbine company. 

8. (cancelled) 



9. (cancelled) 
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10. (currently amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 2, wherein the 
aggregate business records are chosen from [[the]] a group consisting of transfer records, 
invoices, and units of resource consumption. 

11. (currently amended) A processor system configured and controlled for reconciling 
resource consumption records, said processor system being between a plurality of resource 
consumption sites and a resource consumption record aggregation target site, said 
processor system designed for incorporating resource consumption at the resource 
consumption record aggregation target site into aggregate business records, said processor 
system comprising: 

a. , a collecting and recording tegie subsystem for collecting and recording resource 
consumption at resource consumption sites, wherein the resource consumption is a 
consumption of gaseous hydrocarbons being transferred internally for r e fining within an 
integrated petrochemical petroleum refinery; 

b. an automated reconciliation subsystem for reconciling records of resource 
consumption between the resource consumption sites and the resource consumption 
record aggregation target site by: 

/'. retrieving records from [[the]] a resource consumption feeder and 
interim control points; 

ii. comparing a [[first]] total number of resource consumption 
records forwarded from the resource consumption feeders with a [[second]] total 
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number of resource consumption records aggregated at the resource consumption 

record aggregation target site; 

Hi. issuing a notification if an error is discovered; and 

iv. if no errors are detected, continuing comparing records until all 

records of resource consumption between the resource consumption sites and the 

resource consumption record aggregation target site are reconciled ;ff.ii 

c. a first interim system coupled to the resource consumption feeders; 

d. a second interim system coupled to a set of billing systems used by multiple 
providers of the gaseous hydrocarbons being transferred within the integrated 
petroleum refinery; and 

e. a firewall between the first interim system and the second interim system, 
wherein the firewall controls access between the resource consumption feeders and the 
set of billing systems used by the multiple providers. 

12. (cancelled) 

13. (previously presented) The processor system of claim 11, wherein a reconciliation 
process comprises aggregating reconciled records of resource consumption into 
aggregate business records of the resource consumption at the resource 
consumption record aggregation target site. 
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14. (currently amended) The processor system of claim 1 1, wherein a reconciliation 
process comprises aggregating the records of resource consumption into aggregate 
business records of the resource consumption at the resource consumption record 
aggregation target site, and thereafter reconciling the aggregate business records at 
the resource consumption record aggregation target site. 

15. (cancelled) 

16. (currently amended) The processor system of claim 11 wherein a reconciliation 
process comprises reconciling the records in a reconciliation session by: 

a. logging a reconciliation session start time of a reconciliation 
session, 

b. retrieving a last reconciliation session start time, 

c. issuing a notification of a logging session status, 

d. ending the reconciliation session if an error is discovered[[;]] L and 

e. if no errors are detected, continuing comparing records until all records are 
reconciled, issuing a report, and logging session status. 



17-19. (cancelled) 
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20. (currently amended) The processor system of claim [[12]] 1±, wherein the 
aggregate business records are chosen from the group consisting of transfer 
records, invoices, and units of resource consumption. 

21. (currently amended) A storage medium tangibly embodying a program of machine- 
readable instructions , wherein when the machine-readable instructions are executed 
executable by a digital processing system , cause the digital processing system to 
reconcile records of resource consumption at a plurality of resource consumption sites for 
incorporation into aggregate business records of the resource consumption at a target site, 
by a method comprising the steps of: 

a. collecting and recording resource consumption at resource consumption sites, 
wherein the resource consumption is asphalt heavy hydrocarbon that is transferred 
internally for proc e ssing within units of an integrated petroleum refinery; 

roconciling — records — of rosourco — consumption — botwoon — the — rosourco 

consumption sitos and tho targot sito by: 

[['■]] & retrieving records from [[the]] a resource consumption feeder and interim 
control points; 

[[ii.]] c. comparing a [[first]] total number of resource consumption records 
forwarded from [[the]] resource consumption feeders with a [[second]] total number 
of resource consumption records aggregated at [[the]] a target site; 

[[Hi.]] d, issuing a notification, if an error is discovered; [[and]] 
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[[iv.]] a if no errors are detected, continuing comparing records until all records 
from the resource consumption feeder and interim control points are reconciled; 
[[and]] 

flcHf aggregating records of resource consumption of the heavy hydrocarbon 
into aggregate business records of the resource consumption of the heavy 
hydrocarbon at the target site ; and 

q. automatically reconcilinp resource consumption records for the heavy hydrocarbon 
at feeder sub systems, nodes, interim nodes and billing subsystems that are located between 
the resource consumption feeders and resource consumption sites . 

22. (previously presented) The storage medium of claim 21, wherein the aggregate 
business records of the resource consumption at the target site comprise billing 
records. 

23. (previously presented) The storage medium of claim 21, wherein the method 
comprises aggregating reconciled records of resource consumption into aggregate 
business records of the resource consumption at the target site. 

24. (previously presented) The storage medium of claim 21, wherein the method 
comprises aggregating the records of resource consumption into aggregate business 
records of the resource consumption at the target site and thereafter reconciling the 
aggregated records at the target site. 
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25. (currently amended) The storage medium of claim 21, wherein the method 
comprises reconciling [[the]] records of heavy hydrocarbon consumption in a 
reconciliation session comprising by: 

a. logging a reconciliation session start time of a reconciliation 
session, 

b. retrieving a last reconciliation session start time, 

c. issuing a notification of a logging session status, 

d. ending the reconciliation session if an error is discovered[[;]] L and 

e. if no errors are detected, continuing comparing records until all records are 
reconciled, issuing a report, and logging session status. 

26-29. (cancelled) 

30. (currently amended) The storage medium of claim [[22]] 21_, wherein the 
aggregate business records are chosen from [[the]] a group consisting of transfer 
records, invoices, and units of resource consumption. 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bijendra K. Shrestha whose telephone number is (571) 
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270-1374. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM-4:30 PM (Monday- 
Friday). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on (571) 272-6771 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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/Hani M. Kazimi/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3691 



